ALONG  THE  ROAD

century he would have been shot as a spy or
interned.

Restless and erratic, Davy hurried across
Europe In search of scientific truth. All was
fish that came to his net At Genoa he made
electric experiments on the torpedo fish. At
Florence he borrowed the great burning-glass of
the Grand Dukes and, with its aid, set a diamond
on fire. At Rome he analysed the pigments
employed by the artists of antiquity. At Naples
he made experiments on Iodine and excursions up
V^uvius. With him went Michael Faraday as
* assistant In experiments and writing.' Lady
Davy, however, tried to use him as courier and
confidential servant as well. Young Faraday
found the position a little trying. It was only the
consciousness that he was being given an un-
rivalled opportunity to educate himself that de-
cided him to keep his post. Sir Humphry's
character might not be entirely estimable (in-
deed, Faraday was known to remark in later years
that 6 the greatest of all his great advantages was
that he had had, in Davy, a model to teach him
what he should avoid ') ; but he was, undoubt-
edly, a mine of scientific learning. To be with
him constantly, as Faraday was, during those
eighteen months of travel, was a liberal educa-
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